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he moulds or at least the spirit and manner of poetic expression have to be recast
T ... but this time it has to be done in many languages by the minds of many nation
entities at once and to make shape and room for the multitudinous vastitudes, the finer
and finer subtleties, the absolute transparencies of the seeing, feeling, and thinking of the
inmost self and spirit in man in intimate touch with the opening truths of all the levels

of his existence and all his surroundings in Nature and in supernature.

—Sri Aurobindo, The Future Poetry, Complete Works of
Sri Aurobindo, vol. 26 (Pondicherry: Sri Aurobindo
Ashram Trust, 1997), pp. 300-301
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FROM THE EDITORS £

EDITORIAL

Language,

Intuition,

& Consciousness

E ARE DELIGHTED to share with you a wonder-
C-qul collection of source materials, feature
articles, and other essays, as well as poems

and artwork from a wide array of contributors in this
special expanded issue of Collaboration on the theme of
“Language, Intuition, and Consciousness.”

This theme is concerned with the relationship
between language and consciousness—in particular, the
role that language could potentially play in the transfor-
mation of consciousness. Much writing today originates
from the mind, but writing may also originate from other
levels of consciousness such as the body, the heart, or
even from transpersonal sources such as the soul or the
spirit. As speaking or writing from the mind evokes
mental reactions, writing from other levels of
consciousness could induce resonance with those
levels. This explains the transformative power of the
mantra or a poem such as Savitri. Naturally, this
conversation presupposes an understanding of the role
of preverbal consciousness as well. Thus, intuition
becomes another key topic in the context of spiritual
transformation.

Can language play an important role in the process
of integral transformation? If so, what qualities and
attributions should language have to be effective in this
process? Is there a need for a new kind of language that
transcends the mind?

[n this issue, we have selected two pieces by Sri
Aurobindo and one by the Mother. In “The Supreme
Word,” Sri Aurobindo relates that in the Upanishad, the
description of Brahman begins with “the very striking
phrase, Speech of our speech,” implying that ordinary
human language is a shadow of a much deeper origin,
and that “human speech at its highest merely attempts to
recover by revelation and inspiration an absolute ex-
pression of Truth which already exists in the Infinite
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above our mental comprehension.” When we go deeper
below the surface, we are able to remotely connect with
the original creative word. Speech has creative powers
at all levels, physical, emotional, and mental as
indicated by the use of the mantra using this secret
power of the word. “Hymn to the Divine Dawn” is a
translation by Sri Aurobindo from the Rig Veda ex-
pressed in intuitive language pertaining to the dawn of
truth, indicating the beginning of the illumination of
higher or divine consciousness.

“We Need a New Language” is a selection of the
Mother’s statements about the need for a new language
capable of expressing the new consciousness. “There is
a considerable difference between the truth of experi-
ence and the way of expressing it,” she says, and
ordinary language is unfit for expressing what is beyond
our current level of consciousness. For a higher
consciousness, we need a new language and new
organs of expression.

The feature articles in this issue pick up on some of
the key points in the source materials. Through story-
telling and creative language in “Languaging Trails of
Sound and Light,” John Robert Cornell guides us on a
journey of inquiry about language and its relationship
with intuition and meaning. After discussing some
unique cases revealing insights into the nature of
language, he discusses how Indigenous languages
rooted in embodied experiences of the land, rather than
relying on mental abstractions, can teach us about the
dynamic flow of reality. In “Sanskrit Language and
Consciousness,” James Ryan explores the nature of
Sanskrit and offers some comparative insights between
Sanskrit and Indigenous languages that emphasize verbs
rather than nouns—dynamic reality vs. static objects,
similar to Sanskrit where the majority of words can be
shown as being derived from specific verbal roots. The



article then delves into some specific examples of
Sanskrit and its relationship to consciousness.

In “A Reflection on the Creative Word,” Rod Hemsell
finds some interesting parallels between the current
research in neuroscience and Sri Aurobindo’s discussion
of poetic style in The Future Poetry. Observing that “the
highest forms of poetic expression are produced by the
intuitive mind, while philosophical expression is the
product of the ... rational mind,” Hemsell draws on early
Greek teachings about the various levels of Logos, as
well as tantric teachings about the four levels of Vak, the
Goddess of creative speech. Through the power of
mantra, we may be able to “hear” the original creative
vibration (Word).

“Letters on Poetry and Art” by Patrick Beldio is a
reprint of Chapter 28 of the recently published book,
Reading Sri Aurobindo. Poetry can originate from
various levels of consciousness: planes above the mind,
vital planes, and the body. Beldio discusses poetry in
service to spiritual growth through examination of the
sources and the nature of poetry, poetic techniques, and
the forces of creative beauty in Sri Aurobindo’s writings.
Lastly, in “Savitri: A New Veda,” Eric Hughes describes
his powerful personal experience of the mantric power
of Sri Aurobindo’s writing—especially “the extraordi-
nary experience” of reading Savitri, which he likens to a
vivid “three-dimensional reality that seemed to take
more and more complete shape with the uttering of each
line of the poem.”

In the poetry section, we feature two poems by Sri
Aurobindo, two poems by Nadya Rose, as well as pieces
from Sam Cherubin, Rich Catalano, and a humorous set
of lyrics by Madas.

In the reflection section we have two insightful
compilations about language and its relationship with
thought, perception, memory, intuition, and conscious-
ness. In addition, there are two inspiring short pieces by
David Hutchinson and John Robert Cornell.

We understand that this theme can become much
more complex and multifaceted and it would be
impossible to do justice to it in the space limitations of
our journal. We hope this might be the beginning of a
new inquiry that may be continued in different ways in
the future.—Bahman A.K. Shirazi for the Collaboration
editorial team
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