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envision, are the controllers of the
money power at present. We have
several options available to us to obtain
this money power:
1. Beg for it. Essentially this
means addressing the people currently
holding the money power (for the most
part, this means those actively resisting
the changes in society) and asking
them to give it. This method has the
obvious drawback that it is likely to
fail. The only people who respond to
such a call for donations are generally
those who have already committed
themselves to some degree to the
transformative work, and thus, by
definition, are already holding the
money for use in the transformative
process. Thus, there is no net gain of
money here for the forces of u-ansformation, simply a moving of already
committed funds from one locale to
another. In the long run, therefore, this
method is incapable of providing the
funds needed to do the job!
2. Steal it. Besides entering into
the moral and ethical issue of “is it
right to steal,” this method has certain
other major drawbacks, not the least of
which is the danger of being caught
and “put out of operation” for this
‘divine action.” Many people actually
argue that it is appropriate to use “any
means” to put money “in the service of
the Mother.” This fallback to the old
argument that the “ends justify the
means” is unforumately not so uncommon, even in our enlightened understanding of the modem day. There are
actually examples of people professing
to practice this yoga (I am sorry to say)
who are willing to try this justification.
This method, putting aside all moral
issues, is quite unreliable, and has the
additional drawback that the more
money that is stolen, the more obvious
its loss becomes to the former possessors, and therefore, counter-actions are

taken to prevent further depletion from
their side. Thus, there is a strong “selflimiting” factor involved in this
method.
3. Pray for it. Yes, this method is
actually the “chosen” method for most
people we meet who are practicing this
yoga. The general refrain is something
like “pray to Mother, and She will
provide.” I would be the last one to
denigrate the true power of prayer.
However, I have observed that for the
most part, people taking this attitude,
for one reason or another, are always
complaining that they cannot undertake
a particular action because they “don’t
have the money.” Now this means one
of three things: 1) either they did not
actually “pray to Mother” for the
needed support; 2) or they did not pray
in a way that actually worked (that is,
“ineffective methodology”); 3) or the
force of money does not actually
operate in this way for the most part.

~Understanding the
Forces
Actually, Sri Aurobindo and the
Mother have pointed out on numerous
occasions that they are not here to
create “miracles” outside the evolutionary trend and principles of action of the
world within which they are operating.
Salvation by “miracle” is not their
agenda. Rather, they have stressed that
we should gain an understanding of the
forces and master them, while ensuring
that our inner attitude protects us from
the pitfalls of becoming enthralled by
the forces with which are operating,
including the money force.
4. Understand and master it (“earn
it”). This method, I believe, is most
appropriately utilized by those trying to
understand and integrate Sri Aurobindo’s vision into their lives. In
Chapter 4, of The Mother, Sri Aurobindo describes the ideal attitude and
the global issue at stake in dealing with
the money power. His exact statement
on this subject is “. . . to reconquer it
for the Divine to whom it belongs and
use it divinely for the divine life in the
supramental way for the Sadhaka.”
First, let us be clear that he used the
term “reconquer,” which is a very
active term. There is no indication
here that we should be passive to the
force, nor that we should sit back and
“let it happen.”
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The Appropriate
Attitude
In order to effectuate this “reconquering” process, the first step is to achieve
the appropriate attitude and balance
within oneself. The first necessary
change is the “change of consciousness”
so that when we are personally dealing
with money, it does not leave its taint,
and we are then free to apply it appropriately into action without reservations.
Traditional religions addressed this
issue to a certain degree, so that each
individual would be obligated to forego
part of his income through what is
known as “tithing.” This was meant to
reduce the ego’s hold on money by
applying some of everything earned to a
“nobler, wider” purpose than ego, selfneed or self-aggrandizement_ In
addition, it was meant to provide the
religion, the “keeper of the vision,” if
you will, with a source of funds from
wherer adherents could build that vision
in the world, whether in the form of a
church, a social structure, a charity
action, a missionary or educational
project, etc.
We are all aware of the abuse of this
power that has taken place over the
centuries, but there is a psychological
truth to be gleaned here, which may be
helpful to us in our individual attempt to
redirect and “reconquer” the money
power. After we receive the money
(whether through our jobs, through
business, through bequest, etc.), the true
indication of whether the money power
is “reconquered” or not is the application
to which those funds are put. If they are
put to the uses solely of the small ego
and its needs, it has not been reconquered
This battle takes place inside us. In
order to work on this point within
ourselves, it may be useful for individuals to widen themselves by dedicating a
certain portion of their income to
activities of the growing light, on a
regular basis. For most of us, who have
limited incomes based upon “real world”
jobs, this is a great step of dedication
which supports the overall process of redirecting wealth towards some nobler
purposes. This dedication in its turn, is
the psychological change needed by the
planet to truly restructure human
civilization along the lines envisioned
by Sri Aurobindo and the Mother.

3upporting Our
Institutions
We have dealt with the individual
question somewhat here, but we have
not yet addressed the “institutional”
question of the support structures in
society which we have built, our
associations, ashrams, Auroville
project, etc. Once again, the same
issues are raised, and again, the right
attitude must be achieved to be
successful. Generally the first 3
methods listed above (begging, stealing
or praying) face the same drawbacks
that are faced on the individual level.
Once again, we are faced with the
solution of “understand and master” the
force (‘earning”).
How does the “money force” work?
By what principles does it tend to be
drawn and to accumulate? What
causes it to disperse? Is there a
particular psychological attitude or
social atmosphere which is conducive
to the action of this force? These
questions need to be answered by all of
us, both individually and as a collective
action. How many of us have actually
grappled with this issue and experimented with the conclusions we have
drawn to see if they are true and
valuable?
In the history of the world, the true
engine of economic growth and
prosperity (the outer sign of the action
of the money force) has been productive economic activity, organized along
efficient and intelligent lines of action,
and meeting a perceived need in the
society within which it is operating. If
this is the true key to gaining access to
substantial amounts of the money
power, then it would be obvious that
our structures of action in the society
should begin to develop institutional
structures which accomplish this.

~Marketing Auroville
Solutions
For example, the Auroville project,
which is after all meant to be a “model
city,” needs to address the issue of
supporting itself financially, obtaining
the funds to grow and develop, all
while remaining true to the basic lines
of vision and action upon which it was
founded. Serious thought needs to be
directed towards encouraging and
directing productive and positive

economic activity and programs in and
for Auroville. Some ideas would be to
develop a true expertise in areas where
humanity has a perceived need. And
then to package and market this
expertise profitably. An example can
be gained from the “greenwork” of
Auroville, which we all admire so
much. This work essentially incorporates issues of environmental regeneration which many countries, especially
in the developing world, are grappling
with. The people who have carried out
this work in Auroville have acquired a
great deal of practical expertise in this
area, as well as the credibility of
success over the last 25 years, and even
testimonials from credible sources,
such as the government of India to a
certain degree. These are all the
required elements needed to develop a
productive and profitable enterprise, if
Auroville can succeed in packaging
this expertise and hands-on experience
as something which can be taken to
any country, for the right price, and put
into practice in other places thereby.
This one example shows us that in
doing “material and spiritual research”
for the future of humanity, which is
one of Auroville’s primary missions,
there can be an interchange developed
with the rest of the world which will be
mutually supportive and productive,
provide huge sources of income in a
steady stream, and truly carry out the
“model” vision established by the
Mother. And of course, there are
numerous other potential projects of
this same sort, such as Alternative
Energy, Green Foods, Urban Planning,
Education, development of more
efficient shelter using low technology,
computers and networking, etc., etc. In
addition, the arts and culture could be
represented by development of a
myriad of crafts.
The point here is that Auroville
could be truly an “alternative,” and any
solutions it achieves can be communicated and reproduced elsewhere so that
humanity as a whole gets a benefit.

That Dirty Word
“Business”
If my analysis in this article is correct,
an appropriate direction to harness the
money force for the growth of Auroville would be to offer something of
value to humanity (at the level at which
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they are able to recognise it) and
receive the just recompense within the
commercial interchange structure
existing already in the world. This
means the development of “business”
(that “dirty” word) structures which
can both carry out the mandate of
progress in various fields of human
endeavor and do it profitably as an
equal in the world of commerce and
interchange within which we all still
exist, no matter where we are on the
planet.
Can it be done? Some people have
embraced this vision strongly over the
last 20 years or so and with time, we
see that in fact progress in this direction has been made and that there are a
number of signs which indicate that the
real funding of Auroville can be
achieved through such a methodology.
Business structures can be built
which express a vision and have a
higher purpose. They can interact with
society and provide perceived benefits
to the community of people, even those
who do not share specifically the
identical vision of the founders of the
company. And they can generate
profits to support alternative developments in the world and to continue
their growth and development, thereby
allowing more alternative action to
flourish.
It is obviously easy to either deny
the money force and abandon it; or
else, to sink into its mesmerizing hold
when it tempts with its comforts and
luxuries. It is much more of a challenge to act in a balanced and responsible manner, as a trustee, not an
“owner,” and to create forms and
structures of beauty and lasting value
through application of a strong and
pure relation to the money power. It is
just this challenge, however, to which
we are called by Sri Aurobindo and the
Mother. “In the supramental creation
the money-force has to be restored to
the Divine Power and used for a true
and beautiful and harmonious equip
ment and ordering of a new divinised
vital and physical existence in whatever way the Divine Mother decides in
her creative vision.” (Sri Aurobindo,
The Mother, Chapter IV)
Santosh Krinsky is the Director of
Lotus Light Enterprises in Wilmot,
Wisconsin.

with funds for research and forestry
projects, an organic food co-op, an
information center, the purchase of
teaching aids and materials, a solar
village project, and the Sri Aurobindo
International Institute of Educational
Research.
Since their inception in 1985,
student exchanges have brought young
Aurovilians together with young
Americans in an extremely successful
and productive series of visits and
encounters. The extent to which the
young Tamil Aurovilians (both men
and women) who have studied and
traveled here have been able to bring
their heightened leadership and new
skills back to the Amoville community
has been especially gratifying.
FWE has co-funded with Merriam
Hill center in Cambridge, Mass. a
Management, Training and Development program for Auroville leaders
and professionals. This collaboration
has allowed Aurovilians in leadership
positions to attend workshops, seminars, etc. that upgrade training for them
in their particular area of expertise.
The foundation also guaranteed
payment on the crystal globe, created
by Zeiss Camera Company in Germany, that has now been installed in
the meditation room of the Matrimandir in Auroville. Donations from
disciples from around the world poured
in to pay for the crystal and the
foundation made up the difference for
payment to Zeiss.
The Foundation for World Education is proud of its achievements over
the past eight years and looks forward
to many more years of service in expanding and enlarging the work of
Mother and Sri Amobindo. The
Foundation welcomes and encourages
suggestions and donations from those
who are interested in helping it to
achieve the goal of a more enlightened
humanity, in continuing the programs
begun, taking part in the creation of
new ones and perpetuating the message
of the Mother and Sri Aurobindo for
the benefit of the world.
For those who are interested in
obtaining further information about the
Foundation for World Education please
write to Anie Nunnally, Secretary, P.O.
Box 1172, Woodstock, NY 12498.
Anie Nunnally performs and teaches
music in Woodstock, New York.

~Plenitude is the Underlying
Signature of the Earth
By June Maher

I

T WOULDNT TARE MUCH
to convince me that money
grows on trees. Despite the
strictures in my own life, the often
skimpy checkbook, this all-pervading
sense of abundance and material wellbeing for myself and all others has
never left me. And money is the
outward form of the jet streams of
plenty that engulf the planet.
I find it hard to reconcile this
fundamental experience with the
suffering and poverty rampant in this
country and elsewhere. It’s gone
wrong somehow. It is an appearance.
It has to change. For me, Auroville’s
being is a chance for that change to
begin.
Auroville is inexorably intertwined
with my experience of yoga and
money. In the early 70’s, with the
formation of the Auroville Association
(now AVI-USA), I first began thinking
about how the two are intertwined
The Mother’s only response to our
appeal for a “message”in 1972 was,
“No recruiting, but money may be
obtained II
Money and the spiritual life were
separate kingdoms. Although this
attitude has changed with the times,
there was something not quite nice in
mentioning money and spiritual
practices in the same breath. It was
hard to grab anyone’s attention when it
was suggested that we form a nonprofit organization for the purpose of
collecting money for Auroville. We
were busy focusing on meditation and
the study of Mother and Sri Aura
bindo’s works in a rapture of discovery.

~Plunging Ahead
In the beginning there was nothing
except a bank account in the Atuoville
Association’s name and some papers
filed by the lawyer with state and
federal authorities. What to do next?
Let people know that the channel was
there waiting to be used.
I asked Al, my husband, to serve as
our treasurer. He brought diligent

attention and care to maintaining our
records. It is one thing to feel confidence
in money, but another to learn how to
handle it with meticulous attention to
detail. I was impatient and relaxed about
such details, although always interested
in economics that didn’t transfer to the
nitty-gritty of accounting.
From Al we learned the necessity of
maintaining a “paper trail,” not to mix
accounts, an absolute tally of receipts,
and to balance the checkbook to the last
penny. In 1974, because of this
precise record keeping, he was able to
produce for us the documentation needed
to obtain our final ruling from the IRS as
a 501 (c) 3 educational, non-profit
foundation. It has proven a most
valuable tool in our on-going ability to
raise money for Auroville. It is with this
tool that we interface with the financial
world at large.
Another teacher was Jyotipriya,
founder of the East West Cultural Center
in Los Angeles. She severely but
laughingly admonished us on the
necessity of a fine-tuned record in
Mother’s work. “You never know when
the IRS will appear and demand an
accounting. Be prepared.” She could
produce her records in 10 minutes for
examination, and did.
We were also naive about money in
other ways. When one sets out to “win
money back. . . ” all sorts of things are
set in motion, including monumental
battles with one’s own kind, revelations
of personal egos, and, sometimes, attacks
on the subtle physical that you become
aware of as a physical unease that saps
energy. Only Mother’s protection can
take care of it, and you go on.
Such difficulties are by no means
limited to this Yoga, but in this light,
handling money becomes an instrument
of consciousness rather than simply
something to go through. On the other
hand, I, along with my co-workers, have
found handling money for Auroville a
privilege. At times I’d feel bathed in a
wave of gratitude that accompanied a
gift.

