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December, 1987. First night in Auroville. The moon growing
full. From our hut in Centre Field we hear the pounding speakers
from the dance at Bharat Nivas. We walk down past the moonlightspangled trees. Inside the concrete barn, the familiar atmosphere of
deafening sound, colored lights, dimness. Young dancers on
stage-some very young--dancing mostly by themselves. Adults
watch mutely from the sidelines. Where am I? Chaperoning an
American junior high school dance?
During the first few days of Auroville, the presence of the
Matrimandir dominates the landscape of consciousness. The buzzing of motorcyclesandconversation seems dwarfed by its presence.
On full moon night, unable to sleep, I am drawn across Centre Field
to the Matrimandir gardens splashed with silver. I sit in the
amphitheater. It almost looks pregnant now, rounded and full. No
longer that jagged block of concrete. Ready to give birth to the room
inside. From a distance, the spotlights on the room make it appear
to be glowing from within. Magical. During the next few days
human relationships seem to take over. One is drawn inevitably into
the flow of life, motorcycle, car, bicycle, bullock cart, meeting,
volleyball game, moving around it. Around the Silent Center.
At four a.m. the chain reaction begins. First a loudspeaker from
a distant village, an ebb and flow of garbled film song. Soon after,
like wolves relaying howls, Kottakami and neighboring villages
turn on their amplifiers. Suddenly two film stars are arguing right
outside the room while M.S. Subbulakshmi tries to calm them by
chanting the 1001 names of Vishnu. For the next two hours the
cacophony roars in on the night wind as I am tossed, cursing, in and
out of broken sleep. At dawn there is a fine nadaswaram rendition
of a song I know, but it is small consolation. Every morning the
same. The Tamil month of Margari, Dec. U-Jan. 14, is a time of
penance. Tradition says that one should arise at 4 a.m. and go to the
temple to sing devotional songs. To make sure that this happens or
to cover the ones who can’t get up, the loudspeakers ravage sleep.
Back homeI’dcallthepolice. HereIcanonly wonderbleaklyat this
sacred fascism, this vulgarity, this rage of poverty, this thing I can’t
understand.
Familiar itching introduces me to Auroville. Small, monsoonbred mosquitoes, hidden in the dimness of our guest hut, like heatseeking missiles, can find the spot missed by the repellant. They
raise red welts out of proportion to their size. That’s observable. I
can stoically not itch. But soon I start to feel them when they’re not
there. Indefinable itching. The mind suddenly catches the hand
scratching . . . what? . . Even during the cool season a skim of sweat
forms on my skin by 9 a.m. It won’t go away until the evening bath.
It exists at a threshold just below itching, yet a palpable presence.
The itch to itch. Restless hankering, a perpetual state of semidiscomfort. Can be treated by water, sacred baths; by airconditioning; by immobility of the body . . . no sweat.. just sitting.. ignoring
the hundred, getting the itch for the bite of the Divine.
The 80’s have come to Auroville. Financial survival is on the
individual level now. Everyone runs a business, takes a salary, or is
supported from the West and the rupee exchange rate. It’s better to
be an entrepreneur than a teacher. Familiar fact. Aurovilians joke
about the yuppies among them. The three F’s, bridge, fan and phone,
are found in many homes along with two motorbikes in the ‘keet’
garage. All this makes for a lot of self-criticism in Auroville.
Everyone knows the ideals: no money, no satisfaction of desires. I

The Mother on the Supramental Force
What are the veryjirst things that the Supramental Force intends
to drive out, or is trying to drive out, so that everything may be in
its place, individually and cosmically?
Drive out? But will it “drive out” anything? If we accept Sri
Aurobindo’s idea, it will put each thing in its place, that’s all.
One thing must necessarily cease, and that is the distortion, that
is to say, the veil of falsehood upon Truth, because that is what is
responsible for everything we see here. If this is removed, things
will be completely different, completely. They will be what we feel
them to be when we come out of this consciousness. When one
comes out of this consciousness and enters into the Truth-consciousness, the difference is such that one wonders how there can
be anything like suffering and misery and death and all that. There
is a kind of astonishment in the sense that one does not understand
how it can happen - when one has really tipped over to the other side.
But this experience is usually associated with the experience of the
unreality of the world as we know it, whereas Sri Aurobindo says
that this perception of the unreality of the world is not necessary in
order to live in the supramental consciousness - it is only the
unreality of Falsehood, not the unreality of the world. That is to day,
the world has a reality of its own, independent of Falsehood.
I suppose that is the first effect of the Super-mind - the first effect
in the individual, because it will begin with the individual.
It is probable that this state of new consciousness will have to
become a constant state. But then a problem arises: how can one
remain in contact with the world as it is in its deformation? Because
I have noticed one thing: when this state is very strong in me, very
strong, so strong that it is able to resist anything that comes to
bombard it from outside, then when I say something, people do not
understand at all, not at all; so this state inevitably does away with
a useful contact.
Taking only the earth, for example, how could there be a little
supramental creation, a nucleus of supramental action and radiation
upon earth? Is it possible? One can conceive very well of a nucleus
of superhuman creation and of supermen, that is to say, men who are
men and who through evolution and transformation(in the true
sense of the word) have succeeded in manifesting the supramental
forces: but their origin is human and since their origin is human
there is necessarily a contact; even if everything is transformed,
even if the organs are transformed into centres of force, there
remains nonetheless something human like a coloring. It is these
beings, according to the traditions, who will discover the secret of
direct supramental creation, without passing through the process of
ordinary Nature, and it is through them that the truly supramental
beings will take birth, the ones who must necessarily live in a
supramental world. But then how would the contact be made
between these beings and the ordinary world? How is one to
conceive of the transformation of Nature, a transformation sufficient to bring about the supramental creation upon earth? I do not
know.
Naturally, for such a thing to happen, a considerably long time
is needed, this we know; and there will probably be stages, steps,
things which will appear, things which for the moment we do not
know or do not conceive, and they will change the conditions of the
earth - but that means seeing some thousands of years ahead.
There remains the problem: is it possible to make use of this
notion of space, I mean the space on the terrestrial globe? Is it

possible to find a spot where one could create the embryo or seed
of the future supramental world? The plan came in all the details,
but it is a plan which in its spirit and consciousness does not at all
conform to what is possible on earth at present; yet in its most
material manifestation, it was based on terrestrial conditions. It is
the concept of an ideal town which would be the nucleus of an ideal
country, a town which would have contacts, purely superficial and
extremely limited in their effect with the outside world. One would
therefore already have to conceive - but this is possible - of a power
sufficiently strong to be at the same time a protection against
aggression or ill will (this would not be the most difficult protection
to obtain) and against infiltration and admixtures. But if necessary,
on can conceive of that. From the social point of view, from the
point of view of organization, from the point of view of the inner
life, these are not problems. The problem is the relation with what
is not, to prevent the nucleus from falling back into an inferior
creation - it is a problem about the period of transition.
All those who have given thought to the problem have always
imagined something unknown to the rest of humanity, like a gorge
in the Himalayas, for example, a place unknown to the rest of the
world. But this is not a solution; it is not a solution at all.
No, the only solution is an occult power, but this already implies
that before anything can be done, a certain number of individuals
must have reached a great perfection of realization. But one can
conceive that if this can be done, one can have a spot which is in the
midst of the outside world and yet isolated (without any contacts,
you see),‘a spot where everything would be exactly in its place - as
an example. Each thing is exactly in its place, each person exactly
in his place, each movement exactly in its place - and in its place in
an ascending progressive movement, without any relapse, that is to
say, quite the contrary to what happens in ordinary life. Naturally,
this presupposes a kind of perfection, this presupposes a kind of
unity, this presupposes that the different aspects of the Supreme can
be manifested and, of course, an exceptional beauty, a total harmony and a power strong enough to command obedience from the
forces of Nature. For example, even if this spot were surrounded by
forces of destruction, they would not have the power to act; the
protection would be sufficient. All this requires the utmost perfection in the individuals who would be the organizers of such a thing.
Indeed, nobody knows how the first men were formed, the first
mental realisation. One does not know whether they were isolated
individuals or groups, whether this happened in the midst of others
or in isolation. I do not know. But there may be an analogy with
the future case of the supramental creation. It is not difficult to
conceive that in the solitude of the Himalayas or in the solitude of
a virgin forest an individual would begin to create around him his
little supramental world. It is easy to conceive. But the same thing
would be necessary: he would have to have reached such perfection
that his power would act automatically to prevent intrusion, so that
automatically his world would be protected, that is to say, all
contrary or foreign elements would be prevented from approaching.
Stories of the kind have been told, of people who lived in an ideal
solitude. It is not impossible at all to conceive that. When one is
in contact with this Power, at the moment it is in you, you see quite
well that it is child’s play; it is even possible to change certain
things, to exert an influence on surrounding vibrations and forms,
which automatically begin to be supramentalised. All that is

As Auroville Turns Twenty
by Jean Korstange

Gordon and I returned to Auroville on the eve of its twentieth
birthday. We saw it through the eyes of our Madras taxi driver,
Dhandapani. He had attended the ceremony at the Urn twenty years
ago and had not been there since. Dhandapani wondered if he had
arrived in Mudanthurai , a south Indian tropical forest, instead of
Auroville. He never imagined or expected the jungle of vegetation
he drove us through to get to the Center Guest House. He thanked
us for bringing him there. As the forest filled with evening bird
calls, Dhandapani dreamed his way back to the Madras trunk road.
Had this forest really grown while he watched Madras struggle
through drought and further industrialization that eats up its trees,
water, clean air and open spaces.
A. Durai, an Aurovilian living in the Matrimandir Camp,remembersDhandapani’spictureofthe whiteumagainst the bluesky
surrounded by red earth. “When Auroville was not here there were
no trees and plants. From my work at Center, I learned about plants
and trees. Many villagers have been given trees and plants to make
again a forest.” He goes on to describe what he learned about the
aim of life in the future city. “Many people from everywhere have
come and it is very peaceful. We have no caste problem because we
all work for Mother and the Divine. When we have to decide
something, we all work to solve it. Auroville is also very good for
the villages. Many poor people are working here. Auroville is
giving a lot of education to the people.”
“I didn’t know what was Auroville.” the young Tamilian men
from the local village, who are now deeply involved in Auroville,
tell us. They say, “I was a young child and I saw for the first time
in my life, cars going through my villageon that day in 1968.” They
remember being afraid of the white people who now walked
through their villages. First fathers and mothers worked in Auroville. Later children found employment to help their parents. And
then the conflicts arose between the traditions that parents cling to
and the new life that children seek. Ramalingam tells it like this;
Sports was an unexpected thing that made me change my life. In my
village most people are farmers. Farmers’ children come home
from school and go to the fields to help their parents. But when
Auroville started to provide sports activities to us, we stopped going
to the fields. We had a hard time adjusting our parents to this.”
Adjusting to Auroville remains a challenge. It doesn’t matter if
you live there every day or if you return after eight years of life in
the USA. Gone are the days when Matrimandir could be used as a
compass pointing the way to Fertile, Aspiration, Certitude, Kottakarai or wherever you wanted to go. Now we look for a very tall
“work tree” that marks the turn to what used to be an empty field for
Sunday baseball games.
Trees, flowers, shrubs and green grass cover whole fields of
packed red earth. It used to be that you could tell an Aurovilian by
their red feet, even in Pondicherry. I was disappointed that I could
not return to Keene, New Hampshire with the stained feet that
would mark me as a unique being in the world. The transformation
of the land in the last twenty years appears as the material symbol
of a transformation.
And what of that transformation of the human consciousness?
I walked up to the Matrimandir in order to view it. Through the
framework of the outer skin sunlight surrounds the outside of the
inner room. It is there suspended in space. I felt its incredible

lightness. It floats inside its own skin. I saw no need to go into the
inner room. It stood before my eyes - inside out. As dusk fills the
airy spaces of the beams forming the outer skin spotlights illuminate the outside of the room. Suddenly the Inner Chamber appears
luminous as the pink sky turns blue-black. It’s the nearest I’ve been
to darshan since the balcony days in Pondicherry.
“I saw you waving but I thought, Oh! that’s just some tourist.”
said an old Aurovilian friend who I finally flagged down on the the
way to Certitude. Those of us on bicycles are tourists because few
Aurovilians still ride them. The motorbikes, cars, motor-rickshaws, buses, taxis and lorries that now roar and honk over the
Auroville landscape symbolize a step into the rush of third world
development. Waiting for the tar to cover the road takes its toll.
Auroville gets the paved road free but it pays with accidents,
backaches and the chaos of lorries, buses, bullock carts and cattle
herds all working their way through the tree lined path from trunk
road to beach road.
Auroville became a busy place while I was gone. Everyone goes
to work. As I bike to Aspiration from Center Guest House I pass
Tamilians walking to Bharat Nivas to cook lunch in the kitchen
there. I am passed by Aurovilians who commute to Pondicheny to
manage their shop on Nehru street or someone who is on their way
to their workshop there. Another Aurovilian motorbikes to the new
university at the beach to teach classes. Taxis to Madras leave at
6am for supplies that must be purchased there. Some Aurovilians
even give up Auroville for two weeks in Madras to work as models
in a fashion show.
“While I was working in Aurelec I built up a good relationship
with Selva, Hari, Boomi, Rama, and Ratanam who were in Auroville. This friendship was one of the main things which brought a
change in me. I liked the way they lived so I also started living with
them. It was through them only that I got into Auroville,” explains
Kumar. Friendship and a way of life. Two values that sum up what
is fulfilling for many Aurovilians. Those of us here wonder. Have
we given up our dearest friendships? Have we given up a way of
life that would be the only future we really want for ourselves?
Kumar continued, “My goal is to live in Auroville until I die
because Auroville is the place where I learn more than anywhere in
the world.”
Lean, bronze bodies stretched out on the Auroville beach in the
Sunday morning sun. Relaxed, social, even playful describes the
mood. Oneritual that seems to create abreak in the otherwise tense,
overheated work week. A contrast to the Bharat Nivas offices with
their computers glowing in a smoke filled room where the door is
kept shut and the exhaust fan is never turned on unless someone
asks. Where clerks carry around stacks of papers. Where the Hall
of Culture awaits more artifacts from Auroville’s latest dig. Here
new world art is exhibited among the books and the 4,000 year old
culture of India. Bharat Nivas kitchen, designed to feed hundreds,
sets up 15 or so plates of lunch on a 5 foot long counter. Diners
write their names in a book. Take their plate and enter a spacious
arena where tables and benches have been installed in cement. In
order not to get eaten up in the space, they cluster together at a few
tables just off the kitchen.
Pour Tous, the community store and food supplier, has two
locations. Computerized accounts and boxed orders are prepared

~A Visit to the Sri Aurobindo International Centre of Education
By Mario Sanatanasio
It has heen my extreme good fortune in life to have become
aware of the life and work of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother. First,
this awareness took the form of an intellectual study of the major
works of Sri Aurobindo. As the study progressed it becomes more
a daily practice of self-awareness, self seeking and soon encompassed all aspects of life. During this period, I was teaching physics
and astronomy in a secondary school in Massachusetts. The
classroom became the field of yoga and self-study, and it was in this
way that my attention was naturally drawn to the Sri Aurobindo
International Centre of Education and the mode of education used
there.

reliance, endurance, coordination and strength. The education of
the physical is an extremely important aspect of Sri Aurobindo and
Mother’s approach to education. The discipline acquired in the
practice of gymnastics and sports is a very deffective method of
training and controlling both the physical and the vital parts of the
being.

Yearly about 30 students finish the higher course and like
students everywhere must decide the future. These days about one
half of the graduates are remaining in Pondicherry as inmates of the
ashram, while the other half continue in higher education or work
in the world. All are made to feel that the ashram is their home and
they may return at any time.

~The Organization of the School
~Subject Matter and Methods used at the School
A central aim of Sri Aurobindo’s Yoga is the preparation of
humanity to manifest upon earth a divine consciousness and life.
Sri Aurobindo considered the formation of an educational centre as
one of the best means of realizing this end. So it was that, on
December 2,1943, Mother opened a school for children. Continuing to grow and experiment with educational problems, the school
was inaugurated as the Sri Aurobindo International University
Center on January 6, 1952. In 1959, to give a wider scope and
meaning to the education imparted at the center, the Mother
changed the name to its present Sri Aurobindo International Center
of Education.
Now, although I know of no plans for expansion, the center has
provision for education from the age of 3 to 19 years. This takes the
form of 3 years in Kindergarten, ten years in the school and 3 years
in the higher course. There is also a possibility of studying
engineering and technology in the higher course which calls for
additional three years.
In accordance with the philosophy of the school, the kindergarten years are completely play oriented. There are both free and
guided activities, but it is a play oriented environment including:
singing, dramatic presentation, puppet shows, body movement and
more. The medium of instruction is entirely in French with spoken
Sanskrit being introduced during the kindergarten years. Since
most of the students are from India, which has many different
languages, students are introduced to their mother tongue and
English beginning in the primary years, ages 6-10. Students have
familiarity with at least four languages when they are ten years old!
The general organization of the centre consists of the 3 years of
kindergarten, 4 years of primary, 3 years of lower and 3 years of
higher secondary. Almost all students go onto the higher course
which lasts for 3 more years. Students are an average of 19 years
of age when they finish the higher course. Only students from the
school are allowed to enter the higher course. A student may begin
the school at a later age than the kindergarten years, but since the
medium of instruction is French, the student must take a one year
accelerated course in French before beginning the school and
throughout the years of the school and the higher course, students
are required to take physical education classes for 90 minutes each
day. The physical education department is very well equipped and
organized. There is a modem gymnasium, a sports ground and
modem Olympic size swimming pool. Students compete among
themselves only and stress is placed on developing fair-play, self-

From kindergarten throughthe primary years, no homework is
assigned and students have no textbooks. Their classes are devoted
to activities done qualitatively. For example, in the sciences there
is observation without detailed explanation. Classes are organized
on a weekly, 5 day basis. There may be typically, four days of
classes of 40 minutes in length, one free day when students decide
which activity to follow and another day may be devoted to a larger
or combined meeting of several classes and teachers when there
may be, for example, a field trip or music presentation.
Classes are always small with no more than 12-15 students and
the method used is mostly student activity centered; however, there
is some traditional lecturing or teacher centered activity. Methods
differ widely among teachers and complete freedom is given to
teachers regarding subject matter and method. In a subject like
mathematics, students do exercises and problems in their notebooks. Students may understand the basic principles of various
advanced theorems, but may not work out detailed examples of
these theorems. In the sciences, teachers explain how to do an
experiment and students keep records in a notebook. The laboratory approach in the sciences is used almost exclusively allowing
students to learn scientific concepts by discovery. The most
advanced courses in science given in the higher course may be
taught from a more traditional lecture approach. By any standard,
the laboratories are very well equipped with both sophisticated and
homemade apparatus for teaching the sciences. Tests are sometimes given and evaluated, but only with the aim of giving students
some feedback on how they are doing, never to give grades. Grades
are not given at any level in the center, or to show who is doing better
than another, etc. This seems to me to be the true function of the test
- a learning tool instead of a measuring device.
Three Approaches to Teaching and Learning used at the School
There are three main viewpoints or lines of approach adopted by
the teachers at the center. There are those who feel that a child
should be left completely free to develop according to their own
capacities and inner directions. This view is more like what Mother
has said about education and teachers who take this position try to
draw their inspiration directly from Mother’s writings. There is
another view that more of a stress must be placed on the subject
matter and academics. Finally, there is a third majority view, about
16

Sri Konana Chennabasappa will be visiting the U. S. this summer. Helen Lee from Cheshire, CT met him in Pondicheny last
February. She hopes that he will participate in our AUM meeting
and encourages others who would like to host Sri Chennabasappa
for a lecture to contact her at 409 Mountain Road, Cheshire, CT
(203) 272-64 19.
Sri Chennabasappa will speak on any of the following topics:
Yoga and how to practice it in the light of Sri Aurobindo’s teaching,
Mother’s solution to the human problem, the relevancy of Sri
Aurobindo to the present day world, Mother and integral yoga, the
practical yoga of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram and Sri Aurobidno’s
Life Divine and Savitri.
Nolini Kanta Gupta
The Sri Aurobindo Bhavan in Calcutta has organized a birth
centenary celebration for Nolini born January 13,1889.
They hope to publish a collection of his Sanskrit words, a popular
edition of Nolini’s collected works in English, set up an endowment
for researching Nolini’s thoughts on Future Humanity, to create
awareness about Nolini’s contribution to Bengali literature, his
involvement in theFreedom Movement in Bengal and his contribution in interpreting Sri Aurobindo’s and Mother’s works.
Anyone wishing to make a contribution to this centenary project
or interested in obtaining more information about this project write
to:
Himansu Niyogi
Sri Aurobindo Bhavan
8 Shakespeare Sarani
Calcutta-70007 1
India
Auroluigi and Ilana Lillenthal organized a number of events in
New York City to celebrate Auroville’s 20th birthday. Auroluigi
curatedabenefit art show for the Matrimandir at the Jadite Galleries
in midtown Manhattan, February 25 through 30, 1988. The
Auroville birthday show displayed works of spiritual art: visionary
paintings from Ilana’s series Aura of Flowers. Many people came
and responded enthusiastically . Gene Bone, composer-writer ,
wrote the following poem after viewing the show.
The Aura of Flowers (for Ilana)
The aura of the flowers is luminescent,
Its radiance is inner-outer born,
It speaks of kindredships beyond imagining,
Pervaded by light, it sends out love, and only love.
The petals and the pistils and the stamens
Evoke a wonderland both near and far.
Their loveliness is meant for human eyes
And deep, interior seeing, fanning out
To claim their world-relationships
To everything and seeming nothingness...
Stand close, and listen to the music,
Coming from ancient chants to songs of now!
Breathe in the fragrance, emanating
Forevemess and cycles beyond time!
Some gifted ones may see our human auras,
Yet all can sense the secret of the blossoms,
Enormously delineated by the Artist,

Challenging the viewer and his latent powers
Of intuition, for his strong delight.
There is a global clasping, sweet embrace,
For those of Auroville and far beyond...
Bring to us always, Lovely Artist, your
Own fine-tuned comprehension of the flowers!
Auroluigi and Ilana appeared on TV as guests of Ingrid
Leacock’s talkshow, Cable Magazine, which devoted an entire
half-hour to Auroville, on February 22 and 29 at 1lp.m. Auroluigi
presented forty slides of Auroville and spoke about life and work in
the city of the future. Ilana announced her benefit exhibition. The
show will be re-run on March 26 at 8:30 p.m. and will continue to
be aired at regular intervals.
Dr. Vivienne Thaul of Today’s World, a weekly half-hour radio
broadcast in New York’s @i-state area every Saturday morning,
interviewed Auroluigi and Ilana for three consecutive shows that
will be aired March 13.19 and 29.
They discussed Auroville, Ilana’s paintings and Auroluigi’s new
book of poems, Sun-Fire Kisses: Poetic Meditation.
Sun-Fire Kisses reflect Auroluigi’s spiritual experiences during
his eleven years in India at the Sri Aurobindo Ashram and in
Auroville. The publisher, Amity House in New York, released the
book on the occasion of Auroville’s 20th birthday. The following
poem is from Sun-Fire Kisses.
smother: Alchemist of Life
Time-traveler hailing from future fields,
You came from vistas yet invisible,
Death’s decomposing chemistry to end
And free the secret Godhead locked in clay
That deathless hidden lies in dying cells,
0 Superalchemist who turn life to gold
With mystic formulas of immortality
And your magical white fire’s absolute force.
One-pointed Ray that focuses all suns,
The concentrated laser-will of God
Penetrates into matter’s ultimate core
And, tireless, bombards the atomic night,
Hammering prospector at work to release
From inmost nuclear mine pure spirit-gold.
Since the 1986 AUM in New Hampshire, Auroluigi and Ilana
have been working to inform people in New York City about
Auroville. They recently attended a seminar on peace education at
the Canadian Mission to the UN in New York . They received a
positive response to Auroville from Douglas Roche, Canadian
Ambassador to the UN who told them; “Since decades I have been
in committees and conferences at the UN and elsewhere, but never
have I heard something so beautiful as now, when you spoke on
Auroville.”

Center News
Willow Gold Farm
Route 3 Spring Green, WI 53588
Winter storms and cold snaps have given Willow Gold some
difficulties and surprises this year, but those of us braving them
have managed well. Marion Nelson is still in India, Indonesia,
Thailand and China taking in new experiences, making new
friends, finding new arts and crafts, and conducting the Global
Views Tours. Mote tours are planned for the current and next year.
Our Global Views Foundation, Inc. is off and running as the nonprofit entity that will sponsor and organize the 1988 educational
festival programs. This year’s season will begin with the Festival
of India on May 28 through 29,1988. Presentations on Auroville
will be a part of the events planned for that weekend. That will be
followed by:
The Festival of Costumes and Textiles July 23-24,1988
Indonesian Excellence
August 13-14,1988
Our Global family
September 3-4,198s
Himalayan Art and Ritual
October l-2,1988
Grant applications to help support the events are pending with
Wisconsin’s Arts Board, Humanities Committee, Tourism Division, and Land’s End and several other organizations. Lots of good
programming for the festivals will be coming from our annual
cooperation with the South Asian Studies Center of Madison’s
University of Wisconsin. Anyone who is interested in presenting
a program at our festivals is most welcome to do so.

Wilmot Center
P.O. Box 2
Wilmot, Wisconsin 53192
The Institute for Wholistic Education, a non-profit organization
sponsored by the Wilmot Center, was incorporated on October 19,
1987. It has two division; one for educating young children
according to the principles of Integral Education and an alternative
adult learning center for the study of Sri Aurobindo’s yoga, Vedic
studies and Ayurveda. We are now printing the first catalog of
courses for the Ayurvedic Certificate Course that will start in
September of 1988. This course is offered in conjunction with the
Ayurvedic Medical School of the University of Pune, India and is
the first Ayurvedic course offered in the U.S.
The Institute is still seeking an elementary educator to develop
an integral education course and curriculum starting this summer or
fall. Funding for the position has been approved. We are looking
for a teacher who wants the opportunity to integrate the principles
of Integral Education into classroom work, as well as develop a
model framework and curriculum for state certification for the
program.
Lotus Light Publications is bringing out 3 titles this spring and
summer. They are as follows:
Vedic Symbolism, compiled from the writings of Sri Aurobindo by Sri M.P. Pandit. It is a new edition of the Keys to Vedic
Symbolism.
Planetary Herbology by Micheal Tierra, includes detailed sections on Chinese, Western and Ayurvedic Herbology and their
integration into a widened understanding of herbology as a natural
alternative to the medical/drug model.

Gems from Sri Aurobindo, First Series, compiled by Sri M.P.
Pandit
The Network Pages project is moving steadily forward and compilation of the book has begun. Anyone who has not sent in their
names and/or business affiliations or centers this is your last chance
to get listed. Our deadline is June 1. Everyone who sent in their
names will receive a free copy of the first edition,.
In collaboration with Auroshikha Auroma International, our importing business, has sponsored the development and production of
the new Herbalvedic Ayruvedic Incense. The fragrances are
developed according to the principles of aromatherapy.
Free samples of this new line are available through Auroma
International.
The Wilmot Center has started some new classes on meditation
and the Puranas. Friends in the area are invited to take part and to
join us for Darshan Day Meditation throughout the year.

Matagiri
Mount Tremper
New York 124$7
914-679-8322
Twenty people braved the winter cold and snow to observe
Mother’s birthday at Matagiri. The following readings were
presented by those attending: a poetry recitaiton by Auroluigi, a
reading of the Da&an message by Miriam. Music followed and
then Anie Nunnally asked everyone to remember Eleanor
Montgomery, who died on this date five years ago. (Mrs.
Montgomery established the Foundation for World Education and
the first Sri Aurobindo Center on the East Coast.) There was also
a display of items from Matagiri’s archives, including a manuscript
letter of the Mother, a signed first edition of Sri Aurobidno’s Life
Divine, a veil of Mother’s and a sari worn by Mother (loaned by
Anie), and rare editions of works by Sri Aurobindo: Yogic Sadhan
(his experiment in automatic writing), Songs of the Sea (his
rendering into English verse of a translation of poems by C.R. Das),
Anandanath (a novel by Bankim Chatterjee partially translated by
Sri Aurobindo), and a set of the Arya, Sri Aurobindo’s “philosophical” journalEveryone shared in a pot luck lunch following the
session.
A smaller number of people came to Matagiri to observe
Auroville’s 20th birthday, February 28, and the Golden Day,
February 29.
Sam Spanier, the founder of Matagiri, had a one-man exhibition
of his paintings in March at the Limner Gallery in New York City.
Sri Aurobindo’s birthday will be observed at Matagiri on Sunday, August 14, 1988 at noon. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Please call or write in advance. This year is the 20th birthday of
Matagiri. The Center began in May 1968 and was given its name
by Mother on August 2,1968.

Sri Aurobindo Association
P. 0. Box 372
High Falls, New York 12440
The Association met on March 12,1988 in the High Falls office

Abhinav S. Dwivedi
8512 Banyan Blvd.
Orlando, Florida 32819

to elect a new board. The meeting opened with a meditation
followed by review of membership and by-laws in order to
establish the a common understanding of what role the board plays
in developing the organization and how the members support the
activities of the center.
The members agreed to expand the board to nine members
in accordance with our by-laws. The following people were
nominated to the board: Miriam Belov, Advait Dwivedi, Eric
Hughes, Jorg Hunziker, Sudha Hunziker, Jan Maslow,
David Mitchell, Tom O’Brien and Jayant Parel.
Following the nomination and approval of the new board
the membership adjourned the meeting and the board met to
elect officers and set up committees.
The new officers of the Sri Aurobindo Association are as
follows: Tom O’Brien, President, David Mitchell, Treasurer,
Jan Maslow, Secretary. Committees were set up to work on
specific aspects of the Association.
The Association will continue its work of distributing Sri
Aurobindo and Mother’s works in the U.S. and organizing
events for its members and others who are interested in the
yoga. It will continue to publish Collaboration. Due to the
change over to desktop publishing we will produce only three
issues for the 1987-88 year. Center News can be called in to
Jean Korstange at (603) 357-0906.

Following a successful gathering on December 5,1987, the 21st
of February was celebrated by a group of approximately 35 people
at the home of Abhinav S. Dwivedi. Dr. Chitta R. Goswami, his
wife, Sheela and Professor Arvind Jani traveled from Daytona to
narticipate in the event. Dr. Goswami gave a talk covering the life
and work of Sri Aurobindo and Mother. Many participants did not
know the highlights of their lives which Dr. Goswami elucidated
simply and in a captivating way. Sheela sang several devotional
songs and proyers both at the beginning and at the end of the
program. Her melodious voice and her mastery of harmonium
created a proper atmosphere. The whole program began with the
Mother’s organ music. Professor Arvind Jani brought information
on Auroville which he shared with everyone. He summerized the
concept of Auroville, what it stands for and the work building
Matrimandir. He invited people to support this effort.
Dr. Deen Khandelwal brought a large collection of Sri Aurobindo and Mother’s books. The program was coordinated by Shri
Anil Deshpande and was conducted under the auspices of Sunday
School. One 60 minute and one 90 minute audio cassettes of the
program are avialable for $5 from Sri Abhinav Dwivedi. Write or
call (305) 351-2214.

Sri Aurobindo Ashram-Delhi
Sri Aurobindo Marg
New Delhi, India 110016
Phone: 669225,667863
Auroville International U.S.A.
P.O. Box 162489
3112 ‘0’ Street, Suite 13
Sacramento, California 95816
The AVI Board agreed that fund raising would be the priority for
the 1988. To this end they hired S. Vijayarangan as a consultant to
develop a strategy for raising $75,000 during the coming year.
Linda Lester took on the AVI Yearbook. She collected material
from Auroville, typeset and published the booklet in March. Write
to AVI-USA if you have not received a copy. It’s of high quality
and contains writing from many Aurovilians to give readers a sense
of where Auroville is in its journey to the future.
To celebrate Auroville’s twentieth birthday Auroville Intemational Centers agreed to meet in Auroville over the February 28th
birthday. Jack Alexander, June Maher, Constance, Chris and Jocelyn Gray, and Vijay went as representatives of AVI-USA. The
A.I.M., Auroville International Meeting, was well organized and a
big success. Many people from Europe attended and Aurovilians
planned a number of special cultural programs for the birthday celebrations.

The Delhi Ashram has published its calendar of Summer Camp
Programs for 1988. The Camps will be held at “Van Niwas”
Nainital, which is situated at the height of about 7400 ft. surrounded
by Himalayan peaks and forests. There will be a live day course in
rock-climbing, spiritual talks and discussions, bhajans and music
class, sightseeing trips and treks. The schedule is as follows:
International Youth Camps:May 19-28, May 28- June 6, June
6-15. Activities: rock-climbing, trekking, yoga, games, bhajans,
meditationand cultural programs.
Sri Aurobindo Study Camps: May 19-28, May 28-June 6, June
6-lS.Activities: Lectures and discussions on spirituality, yoga,
bhajans, meditation and sightseeing.
Music Camps: May 19-28, May 28-June 6, June 6-15. Activities: Voice training, devotional and community songs, yoga, meditation and sightseeing.
Camp fees are Rs. 400 per person for each 10 day session.
Travel from New Delhi to Nainital is Rs. 150 round trip.
Two special trips are planned. May 12-26 a pilgrimage to Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri and Yamunotri. Fee is Rs. 1700 per
person. Limited to 35 people. Trekking in Leh and Ladakh is being
planned for August 1988.
The details of this trip are available from the Delhi Ashram.
Write to Sri Aurobindo Ashram-Delhi Branch to reserve a place in
any of these programs.

